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From the Christian Intelligencer. 





Dr. Payson and Mr. Streeter. 


* Woe unto you * * * for ye shut up the kingdom 


of heaven against men ;—neither suffer ye them that are 


entering (0 go in.” SAVIOUR. 


‘ Stand by thyself, come not near to ME; for I am 
holier than thou.” HypocriTEs. 


‘‘ These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth 


all the day.” JEHOVAR. 


“ They shall not burt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain, saith Tare Lorp.”’ 
Ata public meeting, for the avowed purpose of unit- 
ing Christians of all denominations, called the * Union 
Pray er-meeting,” the writer went to a pew, In which he 
had previously been requested to take a seat, whenev- 
er he came to Dr. Payson’s meeting, and as he was op- 
ening the door, a man from within suddenly reached 
forth his hand, and closed it, and, in 4 low voice, ferbid 
nis entering. On observing more closely he was found 
to be the Rev. Dr. Payson. were but 
two in the pew, the writer thought he must have made 
and after looking a minote, asked the Dr, 


Seeing there 


a mnwuke ; 
if (bat was Mr. K.’s pew; meaning, as every one must 
know, the pew which he oceupied. Dr. Payson said, 
But it was the pew of which Mr. K. hired 
By the invitation of one of Dr. 


it was pot. 


a part, of the Doctor. 
Payson’s church I took a seat in the next pew, In 
which sat a Methodist preacher, that was not too holy 
to sit with sinners. The meeting was very solemn and 
interesting, and was doubtless profitable, to ail. who 


were exercised by aright spirit. After the services were 


through, the Doctor voluntarily offered the following 
apo] ey for his conduct, which gave rise to the conver- 
sation, of which the subjoined, is the substance. It 
was coneeived most proper to put it down in the form 
of a dialogue, between Dr. Payson and Mr. Streeter. 

Mr. Streeter, | wish to explain to you 
it is 


Dr. Payson. 
my motives, in refusing you a seat in this pew. 
not because I have any thing against you as @ man, 
but would wish to show 


would any other person. 


you the same civility that j 


But I must tell you in the 


fear of God, that] think you are deceived, and are | 


leading others to eternal ruin; and that your hands are 
stained with the blood of immortal souls. I tell you 
this, Mr. Streeter, in the most serious and friendly man- 
ner, and not because I have any enmity towards you. 
Mr. Streeter. I thank vou, sir, for sour frankness, 
and will not question your sincerity; but Tam unable 
to see how you can jusiify yoursel; tor shatting the pew- 
door against mc, for no better reason than dDecause you 
H (hat prevent your 


think | am deceived. Whiy should 


treating me with the civility you would snother man: 
It would not injure you, for me to faxe a 


It is a privilege which every decent per. 


cat, as usual, 
oo has a right 
to expect. 

Dr. P. You must know, sir, tuatic 
right to have a man at my elbow, which I knew w ould 


uld not feel 


not join in the prayers of this meeting, but is directly 


opposed to them, and disposed to take every possible | 


advantage of whatever is Offered in prayer or exhorta- 
tion. 

Mr. S. Dr Payson, ! wish to know who made you 
a judge of my disposition, and by what authority you 


say, | am directly opposed io your prayers. | aim sor- | 


ry to be under the necessify of contradicting you tm lhis 


»} 


. eer 


house of God ; (pardon me for it, sir;) but I must do| hearts of the righteous sad, and | warn you of the final 


it, for I have joined in every prayer which has been of- 
| fered in this meeting, as far as I understood it ; and, 
| God being my witness, I have enjoyed myself extreme- 
ly well, in devotional exercises. Now, sir, either your 
assertion or mine is true; and I am willing to meet you 
/tm the presence of our Judge and hear his decision con- 
cerning it. 

; Dr. P. But how can we believe you sincere when 
| you say you join with us in our prayers, when we know 
(you Jahor to the utmost of your abilities to oppose eve- 
lry thing for which we pray ? 


“ 


ruin to which you are exposing yourself and others.— 
As a friend to your welfare, | pray you to renonnce 
your doctrine and prepare yourself for the destinies of 
eternity. 

Mr. S. You will permit me to tell you, Dr. Payson, 
that you no more believe that we oan alter the desti- 
nies of eternity, than 1 do; but that our final destina- 
tion was unalterably fixed, in the divine purpose, be- 
fore either of us existed. [ am as willing to meet you 
in eternity, as in this world ; and when we meet there, 
it will be a proper time to attend to the afsirs which 





| Mr. S. Dr. Payson, a moment’s reflection will con-! 


i vince you of your mistake. You pray for the convic- 
tion, conversion and salvation of sinners; and are you 
authorized to say that [ oppose you, and pray they may 

No, sir; did you pray exactly opposite 
;to what you now do, | should oppose you. You all 
'pray for the very thing, which I belicve the Saviour 


' 
|nol be saved? 
' 


came to perform. 

Dr. P. But how can you pray for a reformation, 
when you preach against it, and Jead your hearers to 
believe that men can be saved in their wickedness ; and 
| that a change of heart is unnecessary ? 
| Mr. S. Sir, 1 should be glad to know how you learn- 
|ed that J preach as you have asserted. 

Dr. P. Why, Mr. Streeter, all your hearers so under- 
| stand you, and build their hopes of happiness on that 

false and ruinous delusion. 

Mr. S. Whenaman makes such statements, Dr. 
| Payson, he ought to be able to support them. Your 
| assertion is destitute of proof, and all my hearers will 
tell youso. None of them understand me to teach that 
men can be saved in their wickedness ; and lest some, 


| who occasional}ly come in, should misundersiand me, I 
frequently assert the contrary, and that ! will not hold 
myself accountable for those who pervert the truth.— 
' Now, sir, | solemnly demand of you the evidence, that 


| your assertions are true, instead of mine. 
[Some of the Doctor's friends said that erery body 





| 


| edged that they did not know of any one 
| heard me preach those things. } 


concern that state. Let us do every thing in its pro- 
per season, and, in the first place, do what belongs to 


; 

| time. You see how you have been, misinformed con- 
cerning my sentiments, and you now have'a fair op- 
| portunity to inform yourself. -1 should rejoice to meet 


you at any time and place you may please to appoint, 


either in public or private, and converse with you upon 


| doctrinal points. 


As [| want nothing but truth, | am 
willing to be examined by you, or any other minister in 
this town, and if you convince me of error, J will glad]. 
renounce it. But I do not consider it fair for you to 
refuse me the civilities you would show any other man, 


because you think I am wrong in my faith, and still re- 


fuse to meet me on equal ground and expose my er- 
rors. You will not pretend that you would have treat- 
ed any other man in the house, as you have me. If you 
are friendly to me as a man, you will exert yourself to 





| 


| 





promote my welfare ; and should you feel opposed to 
controversy, you may propose questions, and after giv- 
ing mea fair opportunity to answer them, you may 
make remarks, and | will not reply. 

Dr. P. 1 do not wish to engage in a controversy 
with you; but] must tell you plainly, Mr. Streeter, 
that we view, you as a spy among us, and disposed to 
make unfavorable remarks upon our performances. I 
presume | speak the feelings of every christian in this 
meeting, when I say you embarrass us, and injure our 
feelings, by coming among us; for we do not view you 


understood that I preached as he stated; bnt acknowl- | 48 @ Irjend, or as having come to ous meeting with any 
who had ever 8°04 itentions, 


Mr.S. The spirit of jealousy is as cruel as the grave ; 


| Dr. P. But you assert, unqualifiedly and frequent-. but you know, Dr. Payson, it torments those only who 


ily, that all men will be saved, do as they will; and 
| how can your hearers draw any other conclusions, than 
|that the wicked are as sefe as the righteous? Can you 
| deny that you make these assertions in your ps ach- 
ling ? 
| “Mr. S. Yes, sir, | can, and do, deny it; and fur 
|thermore tell you, that you cannot bring the man of 
‘good character that wil) say, he ever heard me make 
i such assertions, either in this town or any other. 
| Dr. P. Then you are very much misrepresented ;— 
‘for 1 am told you fre quently do. 

| Mr. S. No doubt of that, sir. 

Dr. P. Well, | hope you will not consider me your 


, enemy, or in the least unfriendly to you, asa man ; but 
jas ! said before, I believe you are deccived, and your | 
hands are stained with the blood of precious immortal , 
souls, and that you will find it so at last. Treally con- 
/sider you as being in the most dangerous situation of 
any man in this town. 
ithe Old Testament, which I think describes your situa- 
\{ion.—** Because with lies you have made the hearts of 


] will quote you a passage from 


\the righteons sad, whom God has not made sad ; and 
| strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should 
not return from his wicked way, by promishing hisn | 
life.” I tell you plainly, sir, that you are making the’ 





{ 


What makes you jealous | am a spy, and 
Have you 


possess it. 
disposed to make unfavorable remarks? 


‘Heard of my speaking reproacbfully of this pray er- 


meeting ? 

Dr. P. 
resent us, as you were the Baptists. 
y ourself into their meeting, which was intended for pri- 
vate fasting and prayer, and went off and represented 
them as being the worst people in town, and said you 
And can 


We think you would be as likely to misrep- 
You crowded 


were ashamed you had been among them. 
you deny it, as you have other things? 

Mr. S. Yes, sir, ido deny your assertion, Jetigth 
ind breadth, and call on 4 0u to support it. or acknowl- 
edge your error. I will tel) you whal | did say about 
the Baptists, and why i said it. But] would first ob- 
serve, that it was pet a privaie weeting, wiseb | at- 
tended, nor did | crowd myselfim among tiem. | ask- 
ed a member of tie churchafl b was iutrading opon them 
to be there, and he told me] was nol; though none 
were permitted to speak, but the members. If i urs 
turbed (heir meeting, it was fur (hem to call me to an ae- 
count. | called on a friend, immediately after the fast, 
and was atked how [ was pleased with wy meeting.-— 
1 told them | was well pleased ; thought we hid jad@ 
sulein, profitable mecting. 
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But, to try an experiment, L observed to thet, that 1 | 
did not know but I should hereafter be sorry | went 


among them ; for | had heard some very bad stories a-- 


bout them, and if they were true, the Baptists were the 


worst people in town—I hoped, however, there was) 
some mistake, and they were much better than T had 


heard. | observed that | had heard, by men whom | took 
to be men of veracity, that every one of them was ex: 
tremely wicked & corrupt at heart—deserved the worst 
punishment for every thing they did, and during the last 
year,had done every thing which they ought nof,and had 
left undone,every thing which they oughi to hare done— 
and deserved to be cut off from the earth and sent to hell, 
to weep and wail with devils and damned spirits,&c. My 
friends replied,that the storics were doubtless false —that 
they were well acquainted with the Baptists, and knew 
many of them to be pious people ;—and demanded my 
authors. After hesitating a moment, | told them that I 


heard the Baptists themselves tell the Lord of their con- | 


duct, and they said they were in earnest. But I im- 
mediately added, that | believed it was more a matier 


of form than otherwise, and that more than one half of 


their deeds, for the last year, had been virtuous, in the 
eyes of God and man. So that instead of misrepresent- | 
ing them, by making them worse than they are, | in- 
tended to show, that I had a better opinion of them, 
than they had of themselves. 

Dr. P. Well, that amounts towhatI said. It shows 
that you did not feel as they did, and wished to make | 
unfavorable remarks. 

Mr. S. Do you say, sir, that by representing them | 
as unfortunate in the use of language, and as being bet- | 
ter than they say they are, is misrepresentmg them to. 
their disadvantage? If that is the case, | must be con- 
demned for misrepresentation ; for stil] persist in say- 


ing, that I do not believe they are half so wicked as | 
they pretend, but are a pious peopl2, and would be) 


highly offepded with me, if I should give them the 
character which they gave themselves. 

Dr. P. Well, Mr. Streeter, as I said before, your 
observations amount to what I stated, and show that 
your feelings are not like ours. Had J been there, I 
could heartily have joined with them, as I feel myself 
as sinful, as they confessed they were. 1 am sensible 


that | am guilty of all which they could acknowledge, 


and deserve to be cast off forever, for the best deeds | 
perform. So that your feelings and mine are entirely 
different. 

Mr. S. And do you mean, Dr. Payson, as your 
Words import, that yon are a rery sinful, wicked man, 
and deserve to be sert to hell forever? Would you 
wisb me to consider you such a man, and represent you 
so to others? 

Dr. P. Yes, indeed J do. 

Mr. S. Very well, sir; ] willso understand you; 
and hereafier consider you as wicked and corrupt as 
you profess to be, If i take you according to your 
own words, | hope you will not accuse me of misrepre- 
sentation. If | was unfavorable to the Baptists, in re- 
presenting them better than they are, | hope you will 
acknowledge that J do you justice, when J look 
upon you, to be just as wicked, as you say you are, 


REFLECTIONS. 


We should not have given publicity to the foregoing 
singular occurrence, were it uot deemed indispensable, 
i justice to both parties, by reason of the numberless 
falsehoods, and pervertions of facts, which have been, 
and would probably continue to be, circulated, con- 
cerning it. Though we cannot expect to prevent al! 
prevarications and misrepresentations, among those 
whose superstition and bigotry allow them to see only 
one side of a subject, and, who would probably shud- 
der on taking up a pamphlet, which was published by 
a Universalist, still, we hope to present facts in such a 
connexion, that all candid and liberal readers will be 
able to form a correct opinion of the merits of the case. 
To such, and such only, we offer these reflections. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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We have stated nothing but truths ; and truths are 
stubborn things. Nothing of importance has been o- 
mitted, which concerns the conversation between Dr. 
Payson and myself. 

After | made the last reply to the Doctor, some of 
his friends and Rev. Mr. Taylor made some remarks, 
which it is unnecessary to relate. They appeared to 
be friendly, and wished me no hurt, but said they pray- 
ed for my salvation, &c. 

Having frequently and prayerfully reflected on the 
Doctor’s conduct, | am led to abide by my first con- 
_ clusion, viz: ** To ERR is human; to FORGIVE, divine.” 
Ido, in my heart, forgive my brother his trespass a- 
gainst me, and wish him ali the health of body and 
mind, which our common Benefactor may deign to 
vouchsafe. I fervently pray that he may so conduct, as 
to enjoy the approbation of a good conscience, exhibit 
towards others the same disposition which he would 
approve in them, that when he is called to his death- 
bed, his dear bosom may not bleed with anguish, by 
the recollection of offences against his friends, ** unre- 
_pented of, unreprieved.’? And at some distant period, 
i'when his active and useful life is finished, may the 
‘Great Shepherd and Bishop of Souls receive him to the 
| joys of the heavenly City, to unite with all restored sin- 
| ners, in ascriptions of praise to God, who hath saved us 
by the blood of the Lamb. Amen. 

In our reflections and remarks on the Doctor's con- 
duct, and in requesting an explanation of his allegations 
and insinuations, we would not by any means be un- 
derstood, as exhibiting any hostility against him, or any 
| disposition to detract from his virtues and christian 

graces, or to shoot the least arrow at his fame, beyond 

| what his own Janguage justifies; and none but those 
ye who worship and serve the creafure more than the 

Creator,”’ will consider it presumtuous for us to remark 

on his doings, and declare his errors,asa@ man. Should 

| any tears be shed because we cannot revere him as su- 
|per-human, end confess that ‘* his vices are better 
than other people’s virtues,’’ and should any pious in- 
| dignation be raised on the account, we have but one 
prayer to offer, viz. Father, forgive them also, for they 

‘know not what they do. 

1. We are very sorry to hear that several of Dr. 
Payson’s friends have assigned so many different rea- 
sons for his treatment towards me, since, if what they 
say be true, itis certain, that what he said was untrue. 
As their contradictory stories cannot all be just, 1 am 


} 





port his judgment, he is wholly unworthy of al} confi- 
dence, tii] he makes apublic acknowledgement of his 
high allegation, Christian reader, bring the matterto a 
point. If Dr: Payson had said,be believed my hands were 
stained with the blood of my father and mother, is he 
not bound by every obligation of reason, humanity, jus- 
tice and religion to praduce his evidence, when requir- 
ed? And is he excused when, infinitely worse! he 
judges me guilty of immortal blood; the blood of im- 
mortal souls? Could we impanne] a Jury of Angels, J 
would cheerfully submit the question to their decision, 
Bring it home to yourself, my dear friend, and see i; 
you would put confidence in a man, whose prejudice or 
passion would Jead him to such rash judgment, and 
would not produce his proof, or acknowledge his fault, 
J have no dispposition to retort on the Doctor, in the 
animadversion of Paul, ** Thou art inexcusable, O man 
whosoever thou art, that judgest,” but ask bas to come 
forward, like an ingenuous antagonist, and present his 
best evidence, 10 support of acharge which * beggars 
all description.” 

3. The application of the passage from Fzekiel was 
unmannerly and disingennous. J could also point my 
finger al him, and say, you make the heart of the righ- 
teous sad, &c. and with as much propriety as he did, 
That language was addressed to Prophets, or regular 
Priests in Israel, who deceived the righteous by their 
pretended Orthodoxy, and made their hearts sad, by 
leading them into transgressions. After they made the 
people wicked or idolatrous, they strengthened thei: 
hands by promising them life in that wickedness ; not, 
by preaching salvation through the biood of Christ.— 
Does not the subject apply to Dr. Payson, as well as 
Mr. Streeter? fe contends that God wil! give eterna! 
life to all whom he saves by his grace, and J contend 
that he has given eternal life to all whom he will save? 
and that he says he will have all men to be saved. ~— 
Then how does he make out that J promise life to the 
wicked, any more than he does? If it be not promis- 
ing life to a few wicked men, to maintain that the Lord 
Jesus will redeem that few, why does it promise life ti 
all other wicked men, by maintaining that he 
redeem them? 


will alse 
Does any reader believe that a man 
would be encouraged to sip, by being assured that he 
would be brought to immediate punishment? Judi- 
cious legislators affix a penalty to the violation of laws, 
which would be sufficient to prevent its commission, on 
supposition, that the transgressor beliered he shal! be 
detected and suffer for his deed. Now if he does not 





inclined to give the preference to the mane, and con- 
| sider all the rest as false. For them to say, | had pre- 
viously offeuded him,—that J went to the pew that) 
|morning, knowing he was in it,—that he Aappened to 
have his arm on the door,—that he is short sighted, and 
did not see mc,—or was so engaged in yop sad cuta 
hymn, that he did not notice me,—or that he is a man 
of quick passtons and spoke before he thought,—that 1 
nevcr had been invited to sit in that pew, &c. is surely 
false, if what Mr. Payson said be true; at least, most | 
of them are. We do seriously advise them to consider, 
that ** he is of age, and can speak for himself.” 

2. Has not the Doctor accused me of crimes worse 
than fratricide and patricide 2 Had | murdered my 
parents and brothers, my hands would be stained with 
human blood, But he judges me guilty of the blood- 
shed of immortal souls, and sees the stain of their blood 
on my hands! Now comes the test. I do, in the pre- 
sence of God, and angels, with one hand on my breast 
while I write, plead, nor GuiLtTy ; and challenge him 
to prove that such sfains are, or were, on my hands.— 
Either | am guilty of perjury in essence, or he is an un- 
just accuser of his brother. If he refuses to come for- 
ward, and show wherein | have been guilfy of shedding 
the blood ef immortal souls, he must adjust the account 
with the public, his conscience and his God. This 
truth is as plain, as if penned in sun-beams: viz. If J 
am the man whom he describes, he ought to prove it to 
the world, that every creature may shun me, as worse 


| 








than a Robetspierre ; but, if he has no evidence to eup- 


believe he shal] be detected and punished, what is the 
difference, whether the penalty be greater or smaller ? 


| Hence it is evident that the certain‘y of punishment is 


more infuential, than its duration, where ali is uncer- 


| ony: Now, unless} preach a punishment for sin, 


which is incredible and unreasonablejor which would not 
preventit, admitting the people believed it was certain 
to be inflicted, Dr. Payson’s allegation is unjust and un- 
true. And if he is a man ora christian, he will exhibit 
his proof, that l either strengthen the hands of the 
wicked, or promise them life, more than he does. 
Did Jesus strengthen wicked hands, when be said he 
came not to call the righteous but sinners to repen- 
tance? 

4. Will Dr. Payson argue that his doctrine of total 
depravily, personal election and reprobation, saints 
perseverance and endless misery, have a more salutary 
influence than the sentiments of the Merciful Doctors 2 
Let us compare his people with others, or rather, sup- 
pose they were all as good as himself; which is saying 
great things. Then, what effect does it have on him? 
Look at his own words. It leads him to do every thing 
which he ough! nol. He ought not falsely accuse a 
fellow-creature—he ough! not commit sacrilege—ought 
not assert things he cannot prove—oughi not be a very 
wieked and sinfu) man—oughi not so conduet as to de- 
serve the pains of hell forever! li these things his 
doctrine encourages him io do, with the promise that 
be shall finally see life. Now suppose all his Church 
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do as well, and do every thing which the Book says, 
** Thou shalt nof do,’ must it not be that his doctrine 
is remarkably influential?’ Jf they are not thus sinful, 
and yet say they are, does it not lead to untruths? Un- 
less the Doctor is as wicked as he wished to be consid- 
ered, he will come forward, and support bis charges, or 


confess his error. If he doves neither, we must conclude 


that Ae has the promise of life, in doing many things 
which he ought not, and Jeaving undone, what he 
ought to have done ; or that he had rather do a neigh- 


said, did he show himself ‘gentle unto all men, in| Now we candidly appeal to their consciences and goox: 
meekness instructing those who oppose themselves 7”? , understanding, is it Universalism that men will be ush- 
2 Tim. xi 24-26. Did he follow his example, who | ered into the realms of immortality without being chang- 
| condescended ** to eat and drinix with publicans and! ed to holy incorruptible beings? Is it Universalism, 
| sinners? Instead of saying, ** Come unto me ail ye,” that men will escape a punishment equitably propor- 
&e. does he not say, in substance, Lord, I thank thee | tioned to their crimes? ‘hose acquainted with the 
that I am not like this Universalist? Heaven be prais- doctrine should shield it from so unjust a stigma. I 
'ed that such men do not legislate in this state, and| know we do not teach that the punishment of sin is so 
country, mor have the power to bind on others heavy great it cannot be inflicted. But can there be none but 





bor and a friend injustice, and have no promise of life, } the aspirations of pricstcraft and tyranny. 

Should the Doctor reply or apologize, we shal] be 
us turn the table fora moment. Suppose | had shut | happy in presenting it to ourreaders; but if he views 
him out of a pew, in which | knew he was invited to| this publication beneath his notice, and treats it with 
sit, and in which he frequently had sat, and as an apol-| silent contempt, we shall be at liberty to proclaim to 
ogy, should accuse him of the worst of crimes and of | others his dechining popularity, without being suspect- 
preaching a doctrine which encouraged wickedness and | ed of wishing to disturb his magisterial] tranquility. 4 
shed the blood of immortal souls! Would he not have EDITOR. 

a right to demand an explanation? and ought I ever to 


be looked upon as an honest man, if | refused to grant 
rt ? 


than to do as he would be done by, and enjoy it. Let 


—-_—— <3 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Short Sermens... No. 4. 


3e ready always to give an answer to every man 


5. Dr. Payson’s observations were altogether incon- 
sistent with his Creed. He is a Calvinist in the proper 
scuse of the word, and holds that God determined to 
save a certain number of individuals, whom he will 
save, and that none of that number can be finally lost. 
Iie does not believe that any man can save himself, or 
prevent the accomplishment of the divine purpose, in 
cuving that elected number. Whenhe publishes acon-| It isa duty incumbent on the believers of Universal- 
trociction of this, | wili publish an acknowledgement. | ism to vindicate it against the cruel aspersions of its 
But be will not doit. Hence the intellects of every |@nemies and opposers. It has been misrepresented, 
one should be considered weak, that cannot see, that} and decryed as a doctrine tending to al] manner of ini- 
he does not believe that any the less will be saved, or|QUity. Many who think the doctrine reasonable dare 
more Jost, for my preaching. If God saves all his elect, | HOt believe it on this account; and many who believe 
} can do them no barm ; and as for others, his Creed |'t dare not espouse it through fear of this public re- 
does not make it barely possible for them to be saved. | Proach. 
‘The Doctor can indirectly contradict these things in| !t bas been said that Universalism tends to licentious- 
(he desk, and in conversation ; but he {§ too prudent to| ness; but by whom? by those who believe the doc- 
let any thing of the kind be seen in print with his sigua-| ttine ? by those who have faithfully tried it, and know 
ture. its effects? by those who endeavor to have it the ruling 

| should be glad to know what Dr. Payson means by principle in their families? No; such people never 
saying that | am in the most dangerous situation of any | Clothe it with such a robe of corruption. It is those 
man in town. Does he think his God will do worse by | Who do not believe the doctrine, who never heard it 
me, tian to make me as miserable to all eternity, as is| PTeached, and whose inveteracy induces them to say 
possible 2? Uf he does not, I am in no worse condition | they never meant to; who never reed the writings of its 
than all the reprobates. advocates, and who never want to; these are those 

Ha: the Doctor such a degraded opinion of my un-| Who decry Universalism as licentious. Now it is doubt- 
derstanding, as to suppose | am so easily panic-struck ed, that they are good judges, yea that they have any 
as to be frightened lest | should be more than once end- | Tight to judge in this matter. Such people are very 
lessly miserable? Do 1 not know as well as his Doc- | @pt to like every bad description they hear of this doc- 
iorship, that if his own nearest and dearest relatives |trine, and oftener judge ef it by what they hear said 
were not included in the Covenant of grace, their con- | @gainst it, than by what is said in its favor. And per- 
dition will be as awful as mine, “ages of hopeless end??? | haps their imaginations do not do little in this case ; 
Ifthe works of all unregenerate men are infinitely sin- | they can suppose it to be any thing and every thing to 
ful, why shall one suffer more than others? Yea, read- | suit their feelings. Are such people good judges? and 
er, if, as Dr. Payson has positively asserted, all men, | ought we to receive their decision as just? Now they 
even Patriarchs and Apostles, would be condemned | 2re such people as these who create the prejudice of 
and cast off forever, if they were judged and rewarded | the more innocent and less informed part of the com- 
secording to their works, and the only hope they can; unity, who lead them to doubt their own ability to 
have is, that they will not be called into judgment ; | | judge, and who make them the innocent enemies of a 


ts 


that asketh a reason of the hope that is in you.”— 
1 Peter iii 15. 





cay, if all this be true, do not I stand on as good ground | doctrine they know nothing about. These are some of 


ns the best of them? Can I deserve worse than they the disadvantages to which Universalism is subjected, 
do, according to his belief? The Doctor must suppose 'and some of the means which have prevented many 
} am ignorant of his creed and preaching, and do not | people from knowing any thing about it. 

know that if the God whom he worships appointed me | Universalism is not every thing it has been consider- 
io that hapless doom, we ought to “ ascribe righteous | edtobe. It does not send men to heaven in their sins, 
ness to our Maker,” as his determinate counsel is irre- | “2d unpunished for them. It is not that God gives 
vocable. Whether he holds, with Calrin, that God fore- | US the enjoyment of the blessings of the gospel without 
ordained the endless suffering of the non-elect, because | ®?Y regard to our moral character; and our opposers 
it was his sovereign will, or with Hopkins, imputes that |} 40 us injury when they assert this. What would the 
foreordiuation ‘* to universal benevolence, or a supreme | Calvinist think, were we to say he believed that God 
regard to the highest good of the universe,” is wholly | would drag the elect to heaven while actuated by every 
immaterial. The naked truth is, if | am one of their | revengeful passion, while dead in trespasses and sinus, 
reprobates, there is not even a possibility of my being: and unpunished for their crimes? Would the Armin- 
saved; and for the Doctor to pretend the contrary, is, | #0 think himself well used, if we declared that his doc- 
to renounce his darling Calvinism, for which be has | trine was, that believers would go to heaven unchanged 
contended for years, or offer an insult to the lowest ca- | from mortality, and unpurified from vice? ‘They would 
pacity. But admitting he was in cernestin what he | charge us, and justly too with o misrepresentation.— 


epee. while our Constitutions so boldly confront | future endless punishment? 


I have heard many people ask, why if Universalism 
| be true, if all are going to heaven at Jast, what matter 
‘is it what we do? Here we see the effect of what is 
| whispered in their ears. They have been taught to be- 
| lieve, that there could be no punishment for sin, if end- 
jless misery is false. They never think to ask where 
the elect will be punished for their crimes, whom they 
acknowledge are some times the most wicked of ali 
men. They never inquire where believers will be pun- 
ished for their iniquity. ‘They never think that if sin- 
ners should be endlessly punished, David, and Pau}, anc 
Peter, and Job, and many other faithful servants o: 
God will never see heaven. In vain will they say that 
these men died believers, should they contend that sin 
deserves an infnite punishment. We believe that ev- 
ery sinner will be punished for his crimes, and yet we 
believe that sinners will be saved by Jesus Christ. The 
Calvinist and Arminian doubtless, believe that every 
crime will be recompensed and yet they believe that 
sinners will be saved. Now why is Universalism more 
licentious for all mankind than election for the elect ’ 
Sinners can be punished and saved too. All must allow 
this, or that some will go to heaven unpunished. The 
Calvinist holds that the elect can be punished for their 
crimes, and go to heaven; the Universalist holds that 
all can be punished and go. And hence Universalism is. 
no more that sinners wil] escape their punishment, than 
Calvinism, or Arminianism is. These must be licen. 
tions, if that is. Universalism is, that God by his grace 
will give salvation to all men ; his grace hath ap- 
peared in Jesus, who was sent by his Father to be the 
Saviour of the world. This doctrine wil] be proved, 
and the present objection more attended to, in our 
next number. He does us a wrong who says that we be- 
lieve that sinners will escape the just punishment of 
their wickedness. RICHARDS, 





ANECDOTE, 


A gentieman (the Hon. Mr. W.) frem the north, be- 
_ing in one of the Southern States, at the solicitation o! 
an intimate friend, attended a meeting to hear a Cal. 
vinist Baptist. As was expected his theme was hell 
He seemed to dwell upon it with rapture. Through 
the whole discourse he did nothing but describe the tor- 
|ments of the damned, in their infernal] prison. After 
/meeting Mr. W.’s friend said to him, ‘* Well sir, don’: 
you think we have had a heavenly sermon?” ‘ No 
sir, replied Mr. W. ‘ there was nothing in it but hell!” 

Mr. W.’s friend was almost affronted. His warmth 
of friendship has never since returned. 





The anniversary of the “* AmeRicaw Brete Soctr- 
ty” was celebrated in this city, at the City Hotel, on 
the 9th inst. Many speeches were made on the ocex- 
sion, froin which we extract the following—‘* The Rev. 
Mr. Waterman, from Bridgeport,” among other things 
said, **In that Holy Book which we receive as our it- 
flexible guide,we are told that the leader of those apostate 
angels, who left their own habitations, succeeded in se- 
ducing the man of Paradise from bis allegiance to his 
Creator, into a state of rebellion, enmity and death.” 
We presume the Rev. Gentleman bad one eye on Mil- 
ton’s Paradise Lost, and the other on his own sermons. 
We never read, our Bible never told.ns, the oy found 
in the Rev. Gentleman’s bible. It appears that our 
mother Eve was the ** leader of the apostate angels.”’-~ 
It was she who ‘* seduced the man of Paradise.” Fine 
speeches, and fine poetry, stick closer to form than a) 
N. ¥. Gospel Heraid. 
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Nature’s call to Gratitude. 


How cheerful, along the gay mead, 
The daisies and cowslips appear ; 

‘The flocks, as they carelessly feed, 
Rejoice in the Spring of the year. 


The myrtles, that shade the gay bow’rs, 
The herbage, that springs from the sod, 
Trees, plants, cooling fruits, and sweet flow’rs, 
All rise to the praise of my God. 


Shall man, the great master of all, 
The only insensible prove ? 

Forbid it, fair gratitude’s call, 
Forbid it, devotion and love. 





The Lord, who such wonders could raise, 
And still can destroy with a nod, 

My lips shall incessantly praise,— 
My soul shall be wrapt in my God. 
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ie ee ee TAS EPELT Tye nexion, he was endeavoring to fortify the Colossians 
et | us, therefore, survey the appearance of the ancient 
MORNING. 
| sad countenance, and disfigured their faces, that they 
The lowing berd, the shepherd's simple bell, fast; for in the 58th chapter of Isaiah, God rebukes | 
The clamorous horn along the cliffs above, ashes under themselves ; and represents them as ex-, 
And the full choir that wakes the universal grove. eee Pe Dmer rere? tne Spenee wig, ey AAS Pre 
The cottage—curs at early pilgrim bark ; ‘ 

with some extraneous favor ; but when they perceived | 
ee ee eee eee vee | had ever had any thing to do with so afflictive and! 
The partridge bursts away on whirring wings ; kind of humility and that which is genuine, that there 
BEATTIE, meek and benevolent spirit, but forced out, by a cold, 

a set of people contemning the ordinary innocent a- 

carriage, studiously afflicting their souls, and wilfully 

humility of the ancient Jews; and not only of theirs, 
their spirit does rot. What we have said of the Jews, | 
| 

sad, disfigured faces,—they too bow down their heads, 

penance-doing folks of the Papal ohurch, who have ex- 

|own instituting. And it may be applied toa large pro- 

; _— —— jwill see the same features, the same studied gloom, 

| discover that they are about the old-fashioned work of 

brethren a very remarkable warning: ** Let no man,” inetegh Sh sation teenage rea degrada 
humility.’ I[t is not humility itself, however, of which tics, and strive to attain them nearly as much, 
iia nt of Leelee GAM Rest be socounted velunta: means to conciliate his favor, and secure to themselves 
tatious appearance of extravagant meekness, which the great Father of the Universe! Why should people 
to purchase peculiar favors, or before men, to obtain a sad im this world, to seeing them joyous and cheerful ! 
is important, in order to be prepared against its guile- his soul ? to bow down his head as a buirush ? and lo 
trait and describe its operations. this voluntary humility, as it may be called, manifests 
that sort of humility which was, at that fine; Wern by it was of such a nature as to permit them to think them- 


POETS CORNE R. | against the attempts of such as would gladly subject 
Jewish professors in their acts of humiliation. 

But who the melodies of morn can tell? | might appear unto men to fast. Sometimes, too, they 
The pipe of early shepherd, dim descried them for attempting to fast by afflicting their souls, | 
The hollow murmur of the ocean-tide, claiming, ‘‘ Wherefore have we fasted, and thou seest 

tended to humble themselves, was that they hoped) 
oy tna eggs. ag NCO that such a remuneration was not likely to be given, 
Through rustling corn, the hare astonish’d springs ; profitless a service,—’twas all lost trouble. 
Deep mourns the turtle in sequester’d bow’er ; is between false and trne politeness. It was alla stud- 
— calculating policy, as a prescribed condition by which 
musements of life, wearing a stubborn, unnatural sanc- 
neglecting their bodies, and we shall have a distinct; 
but that also of the generality of bigots of every creed | 
may be applied, with equal propriety, to the Museul- | 
and afflict their souls, out of pretended meekness. It 
‘celled the ancient Jews, and perhaps even the Maho- 
, portion of the members of some Protestant churches 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | which onr Saviour expressly forbade his disciples to ex- 
Affectation of Humility. 
2 | afflicting their souls for humiliation’s sake. Hear them 
ceive that they lay nearly as great stress on these cha- 
he bids them beware, but a particular species of it, oo SENS TOE. DEsb LR OOm Pern sene wes 
ry, inasmuch as it is not required by God, nor enjoin. some distinguishing privilege or honor. Alas, what an 
people, with much ado, often force on themselves for} BPP? that he is so wautonly cruel as to prefer seeing 
blind and awful veneration. Of this spirit we have as Suecb people, the Almighty addresses, saying, Will ye 
ful approaches, that we have some knowledge of its ap- spread sack-cloth and ashes under him ? 
it may be proper first to obserge, however, that in Han +, WA ae enshine.ite nature. 
the Scribes and Pharisees ; for in the immediate con- _ selves righteous, and to despise others. It allowed them 





them to the ordinances and religion of the Jews. Let 
SELECTED. 
In these acts, our Saviour says that they pul ona 
The wild brook bubbling down the moyntain’s side, | aig the same for the purpose of appearing unto God to 
In the love valley ; echoing far and wide bowing down their heads, and spreading sack-cloth and | 
: not? Wherefore have we afflicted our souls, and thou, 
The hum of bees, and linnet’s lay of love, ; ‘ ’ 
God would take due notice of it, and reward them) 
The whistling plonghman stalks a-field ; and hark 
Piet ; . the disappointed creatures began to be sorry that they | 
Slow tolls the village clock the drowsy hour; There was mach the same difference between their: 
And the shrill lark sings clear from her eerial tow’r. ied, unnatural part ; not flowing spontaneously from a 
they might attain some selfish object. Let us imagine 
timony of feature, preserving an affected solemnity of 
and tolerably complete idea of the appearance of the | 
end sect, for though their formal ceremonies may vary, , 
men or Muhometan professors; they wear the same! 
may be applied to the Monks, and the whole class of 
| metans themselves, in these gloomy austerities of their 
‘among us. Go into their religious meetings, and you 
| hibit ; and through this superstitious darkness, you can 
In the epistle to the Colossians, St. Paul gives his | 
says he, ** beguile you of your reward in a voluntary | onetieriat 
; ’ - so much to be seen of men, as to be seen of God, asa 
which he denominates ** rolun/ary humilily,”—e cer- 
ipa i note 0 % Pena tye 
ed by the law of reason and nature. { is that osten- idea docs Superstition entertain of the disposition of 
. , his very servants, his own obedient saints, gloomy ‘wid 
the selfish purpose of making a shew, eiiher before God, ; 

. K cer }; e 2 { { 
much need to beware, as liad the Colossians ; and as it Sal Ande repptabian; ta met adapter ¢ aes lo-afive! 
pearance and nature, we shail attempt to draw its por- Enough has been said to show the manner in which 

It } i! f ic th: j s 
the text we have quoted, St. Paul doubiless alluded to marian af potion; fant Ip. the once. of the Jews, 
pride enough to say to others, ** Stand by thyself, come 


not near to me; for] am holier than thou.” How did 
those humble folks murmur when they saw Christ, eat- 
ing freely wif}, Publicans and Sinners, people who made 
no pretence to peculiar sanctity! What a sovereign 
contempt they entertained for such creatures! 

This spiritual pride is the natural consequence of that 
sort of humility we are considering; because, as we 
have before remarized, it is put on for no other purpose 
than to win some peculiar, distinguishing attention and 
favor from God, or else to raise, in the minds of men.a 
superstitious reverence for one’s self. In either case, 
it is in reality the gratification of pride which is sought. 
Those who think they have thus obtained an.extraordi- 
nary share of God’s regard, and of the honors in bis dis- 
posal, will naturally look down, with contempt, on 
such as they imagine have not obtained the same; and 
as they suppose that the greater part of mankind has 
not, they will feel themselves lifted above the common 
station of humility. How natural it must be for them 
to feel as though they were (what, if I do not forget, an 
English divine seriously asserts they are) Kings and 
Queens, travelling incog. through this world to thrones 
in the skies; where they expect the honor of treading 
down their fellow creatures, as ashes under their feet. 

This spiritual pride has almost invariably accempan- 
ied that humility we have described, Laamive the 
character of any and every prople who have worn the 
latter, —take the Mussulmen or the Monks, or the rigid, 
austere class of Protestants,-and you will perceive that 
with the humility of the Jews, they have also the pride 
of Jews. They all virtually say, Stand by thyself, | 
am holier thanthou. ‘they demand of the rest of the 
world, a degree of homage as their due; even their 
crimes and imperfections are not to be mentioned with 
that irreverent freedom, with which those of other peo- 
ple are. Nor will their consciences aliow them to be 
very intimate with sinners ; their consciences, forsooth, 


‘constrain them to preserve a due distance above the 


rest of the world. Very humble consciences, besure,— 


the very same that ruled io the hearts of the Jews, eigh- 


teen hundred years ago. 

Put this kind of humility to the test, by opposing it, 
and jit will bastily drop its mask, and appear with the 
true features of pride,—of wounded pride. It will rise 
up in cold-blooded hate, and revenge itself on its oppo- 
nents with just so much cruelty as the civil law suffers 
it to inflict. Witness the persecutions by the Jews, 
the Mahometans, the Papists, and the settlers of New- 
England. Witness the bitter and inveterate enmity of 
similar professors of the present day, when opposed.— 
Such is the real nature of ** voluntary bumility.” 

MARCUS. 
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THE CORNER STONE 


Of the First Universalist Meeting* House, now erect- 
ing in Westminster-street, was laid with the usual cer- 
emonies on Monday forenoon last, in the presence of a 
large concourse of attentive spectators of both sexes.— 
There had been copious showers of rain the preceding 
evening, and the day was unusually pleasant. The ex- 
ercises were—a Hymn by the Choir of the Society ; an 
Address by the Rev. Mr. Mace, Minister of the Socie- 
ty; Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kirunam, of Attleborough ; 
Hymn, and Benediction. ‘The Address of Mr. Mack 
is generally spoken of in terms of high commenda- 
tion. The prayer was fervent and devout. ‘The per- 
formances by the singing choir, voca) and ins(rumeutal, 
were excellent. It was gratifying to the liberal feelings 
of the numerous auditors to observe upon the platforin, 
several of the most respectable officiating Clergy men of 
this town, of different denominations, witnessing the 
solemnities of the occasion. In the corner stone was 
deposited a Silver Plate, on which was engraved, by 
Mr. Henry THorvToy, the following inscription :— 

** The First Universalist Society in Providence, was 
incorporated by au act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Rhode-Island, at their October session, 1821. 
The Corner Stone of this edifice, designed for the ser- 
vice of Almighty God, through bis Son Jesus Christ, 
was Jaid by the Rev. Fayerre Mace, on the 3d day 
of June, A. D. 1822. Joan H. Greene, Architect ; 
Care Mosher, ZECHARIAH CHAFER, Joint Master 
Builders. ** The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice.” 
Psalni xevii 1.—Providence Paper. 





Mar aiEp—In this ‘City. —Mr. Thomas Sherman te 
Miss Sarah Gardner. Mr. Joseph Haven Hawkes ‘to 
Miss Sarai) Lucretia Simonds. ‘ 





Dikv—In this City.—Mr. John Cunningham, aged 
61. Miss Mary Kemp, 27. Mr. David Wheeler, 47, 
Mr. William Sweetser, 57. Mr. Alex. Bryant, 30. 











